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2022-2023 Officers 

VFW Officers Auxiliary Officers 

Commander  Jesse Mendoza President  Teena Barbour 
Sr. Vice Comdr Mark Provanda Sr. Vice President David Ball 
Jr. Vice Comdr   Matt Cross Jr. Vice President Gail Creech 
Quartermaster  Terry Chatfield Treasurer    Helen Carter 
Chaplain      Bob Carter Chaplain         Etta Ball 
Adjutant Terry Chatfield Secretary Helen Carter 

Newsletter Editor:  Helen Carter (919-801-4524)          Post Home:  919-772-1062        Post email:   GarnerVFW@yahoo.com 
Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/vfw10225 - House Committee:  Jeff Hicks, Bob Carter, opened 

 

Commander's message 

Dear Comrades,  

Congratulations to those elected for the 2023-2024 

year. I am excited to relay to the membership that 

changes are started with the renovations. The upstairs 

room has been gutted and taking shape into an office 

and will become a new meeting space for those needing 

privacy during their meetings. Rework to the outside 

wall in the rear of the building will soon take place. 

They expect to start, approximately 2-3 weeks, on the 

inside will need to remove equipment, tables and chairs 

and store them while they work on the ceiling and 

floors in the Post. We have found movers to take care 

of our big items and will store them for the duration of 

the work. We are anticipating closing for a few weeks 

while this occurs. We plan on 1 to 2 or 3 weeks.  More 

information to follow! 

Don’t forget our Memorial Day activities at Mount 

Lawn and Lake Benson. Read times and dates in our 

newsletter. I will need flag raisers for Memorial Day at 

1100.  

I would like to thank our Veterans whom frequent our 

Post and bring activities to help out our veteran com-

munity. Join me in saying thanks to not only to our 

Auxiliary, American Infidels VMC, American Legion 

Sons, and Legion Riders 232. We have had many 

events they have hosted at our Post and highlight what 

we all do together in helping veterans and their chari-

ties! Keep up with our calendar on any upcoming 

events. 

Respectfully, 

Jesse Mendoza, Commander 

Auxiliary President’s message 

Sisters and Brothers, 

Congratulations to all of the newly elected Post and 

Auxiliary officers.  Thank you once again for your con-

fidence in me, and allowing me to serve as your Auxil-

iary  President. I look forward to a new and exciting 

year.  If you wish to attend a meeting and it is difficult 

for you to drive at night, we now have the capability to 

do a Zoom Meeting. Let us know if you wish to attend 

this way, and we can get you set up. 

At the next meeting, please remember to report any ac-

tivities you have done. The reporting system was down 

to get ready for the department convention, but we will 

still be able to count those things that were done after 

April 15th. 

Memorial day, activities are fast approaching. Please 

participate when and where you can. If you happen to 

be out of town, please check the are in and participate 

there. 

Some remodeling of the post has begun and more is to 

come. Additional phases may require that we close for 

a bit.  Please check the website and Facebook page for 

updates. It will certainly be a pleasure to see the up-

grades that the contractors make. 

I wish for everyone a wonderful summer. 

Teena Barbour, President 
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Chaplain’s message 

To our members,  

Volunteering – is it worth it?  Let us see. It’s a lot of 

work with no real monetary reward.  A lot of time out 

of your life, and maybe cost a few dollars.  Well, a lot 

of negatives.  

Let’s talk about the positives.  What is a smile worth 

from a person who has no reason to?  What is a clean 

roadside worth, after it looked like a dump yesterday?  

Or seeing a child play with birthday or Christmas 

presents no one else would give them. Lots of posi-

tives. You are out making lots of friends with your 

fellow veterans, strengthening your organization and 

community, and best of all – feeling good about  

yourself. 

So, help us all volunteer! 

                                        Bob Carter, Chaplain 

Thanks to our volunteers 

It is a good thing when we have so many members to 

thank for their contributions that we cannot list them 

all here.  We try to “thanks” page on our website for 

a full list of all who helped with various events.  But 

here are a few extra special thanks this month: 

• Thanks to Bob Carter who quietly does many 

things around the Post that most people don’t 

know about, like burning the flags that citizens 

bring in to retire, bringing the cans and bottles to 

the recycling center, and many other valuable 

tasks. 

• Thanks to Joy, who is the working closely with 

the crew remodeling our Post home, and keeping 

things moving at the same time. 

 

New members 

Please say welcome to the following members who 

joined our local Post family recently:  

Post:   Auxiliary 

Jarrod Shellhorn Theo Povondra 

   Stan Adamczyk 

 

 

 

In Memory 

Arnold Aiken - Arnold Aiken passed away at his 

home on March 23, 2023, at the age of 99 following 

health issues including a heart attack and a stroke in 

January. Arnold was born on August 3, 1923, and en-

listed into the Navy when WWII was declared. His ship 

saw action in the Pacific where it was involved in sev-

eral of major battles of the Pacific, including Iwo Jima 

and the Battle of Leyte Gulf. He said one of his finest 

memories was of viewing the flag raised by the US on 

the island of Iwo Jima. After returning home Arnold 

finished high school and then went to further his educa-

tion under the GI Bill, and graduated with a degree in 

civil engineering from Georgia Tech. Arnold accepted 

a position in Garner as the town’s first town manager in 

1962. He was employed with the town of Garner until 

1966, and then worked as chief engineer for the State 

Parks Division of NC.  Arnold was vice-president of a 

consulting firm, Aiken-Yelle and Asso. Arnold along 

with his wife, Raymelle Carnes Aiken, were charter 

members of the Aversboro Road Baptist Church, in 

Garner. He was also a member of Garner Masonic 

Lodge, the Lions Club, and a member of the American 

Legion and our VFW post. Arnold was predeceased by 

his wife, Raymelle. He is survived by son, Forrest Ai-

ken (wife Elaine); sister Yvonne Spencera, and several 

nieces and nephews. Funeral services were held at the 

Aversboro Road Baptist Church with graveside ser-

vices at Montlawn Memorial Park. In leu of flowers, 

donations can be made to Aversboro Road Baptist 

Church or to any Veterans associations or organiza-

tions. 

Harry E Bishop – Harry was a Life Member of the 

Auxiliary, joining on his father’s WW II service.  Born 

on Dec 31, 1945, he joined the Aux years ago, and 

moved to Florida in 2018.  Harry loved golf, and stayed 

in touch with some of his local golf buddies here. 
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2022-23 VFW Legislative Goals 

Below is the list of the Legislative goals and focus 

items for 2023 that the VFW has asked us to get 

passed by Congress.  They fall into the following six 

categories, one of which is explained in each edition:  

• Budget 

• Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs   

• Education, Employment & Transition Assistance  

• Health Care 

• Military Quality of Life 

• Nat’l Security, Foreign Affairs & POW/MIA 

This month’s focus is on item 2 on the list which is to:  

• Properly implement comprehensive toxic exposure 

legislation. 

• Review and assess military toxic exposures and en-

sure health care and benefits are provided to all tox-

ic-exposed veterans. 

• Consider treatment of presumptive conditions as a 

claim for disability compensation. 

• Properly implement the modernized appeals process. 

• Reinstate pre-decisional review authority for claims 

representatives prior to final rating decisions. 

• Require VA to accept private medical evidence in 

lieu of VA examinations. 

• Update regulations and laws governing claims to 

account for digital claims processing. 

• Improve the accuracy of disability compensation 

claims related to military sexual trauma. 

• Crack down on predatory claims providers. 

• Increase Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

benefits for survivors. 

• Increase burial allowances to account for inflation.  

All of the issues are listed on the VFW website at: 

www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service.  It 

also has a tool that will show you the text of any bills 

which address them as well as who introduced it and 

supports it. Read the comments on each to help edu-

cate yourself on the pluses and minuses. Then you can 

press a button and an email will be drafted to your leg-

islators (based on your zip code) asking them to sup-

port or oppose any of these bills.  You have the option 

of using their words, or modifying them to add your 

own text.  Legislators tend to pay more attention to 

something unique rather than the same “canned” text, 

so updating the text (even a little) will get more atten-

tion.  

Memorial Day events 

The Post is scheduled for several services for Memo-

rial Day around the area.  Below are the plans, and we 

will post any updates on our website and Facebook 

page if necessary.    

Our Post will keep to our traditional plans of: 

• Wed, May 24 – 5:30 PM – Montlawn Memorial 

Park – we will be setting out flags in the Veterans 

section in preparation for Monday.  Help is needed. 

(Contact Terry Chatfield) 

• Mon, May 29 – 9:30 AM – Veterans’ memorial at 

Lake Benson Park – short wreath laying (Contact 

Jeff Hicks) 

• Mon, May 29 – 11:00 AM - Montlawn Memorial 

Park - Annual ceremony in the Veterans section 

including comments followed by raising the flags 

back to full staff. (Contact Helen Carter).   

Our Post will also hold a Buddy Poppy drive again at 

these events. 

Themes announced for National competitions 

Themes for the 2023-24 Voice of Democracy (VOD) 

and the Patriot’s Pen competitions have been an-

nounced.  The VOD theme is: What Are the Greatest 

Attributes of Our Democracy? And the Patriot’s Pen 

theme is: How Are You Inspired by America?  

Also, teachers who wish to enter the VFW National Cit-

izenship Education Teacher competition, opened to 

middle, and high school teachers, are also due the same 

date. Nominations can come from the school, another 

teacher, a parent or the teacher can nominate themself. 

The deadline for all of these competitions is October 

31.  Applications and rules are found on the VFW web-

site at: www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education 

Building upgrades have begun 

Work on the upgrades to the building have begun.  

They have started upstairs already, and will reinforce 

the outside stairs.  Next is the scullery where there is 

water damage to the outside back wall.  Things will be 

moved around as needed as we go and there will be a 

closure for short time, so be aware! We will try to keep 

the closure it to a minimum. 
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2023-24 Officers 
 

VFW Auxiliary 
Commander  Jesse Mendoza President  Teena Barbour 

Sr. Vice Cmdr. Matt Cross Sr. Vice Pres Stan Adamczyk 

Jr. Vice Cmdr.  Chris Vilano Jr. Vice Pres Gail Creech 

Quartermaster  Terry Chatfield Treasurer    Helen Carter 

Chaplain      Bob Carter Chaplain         Etta Ball 

Judge Adv. Terry Chatfield Conductress Tina Creech 

Surgeon  Jerry Mark Jackson Guard Joy Clifton 

Adjutant Terry Chatfield Secretary Helen Carter 

1 Yr. Trustee Kevin Plewniak 1 Yr. Trustee Cathy Young 

2 Yr. Trustee J. Mark Jackson 2 Yr. Trustee Etta Ball 

3 Yr. Trustee Marc Povondra 3 Yr. Trustee Joy Clifton 

Service Officer Jesse Mendoza Historian Gail Creech 

House Cmte Bob Carter, Jeff Hicks,  Patriotic Instructor Joy Clifton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers were elected at the April meeting, and will be installed at the May meeting. 

New officers will take over after the Department Convention in June. 


