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Commander's message 

Dear Comrades,  

Welcome to the Spring season! We are at the forefront 

of going into our fundraising season. We have several 

Poker Runs, BBQ’s and events scheduled for this time 

of the year when the weather improves as winter makes 

it’s exit from us. Check out our website for the latest 

information on when they will occur. I encourage you 

all to help out as some of these events do not require 

much of your time such as Adopt-a-Highway clean up.  

I want to take time to all who participated in our Valen-

tines’ Day celebration. Going old school and presenting 

cards, gifts and the bags was very well attended. It was 

nice to fill them up just like we used to do when we 

were younger! We even sent some to our Murdoch 

Center adoptees. 

I have had multiple inquiries on how our Post is doing? 

My State of the Union response is we are doing well 

from a VFW standpoint. We continue to support our 

core programs and look for other opportunities to help 

out our comrades and communities in need, such as 

food pantries during these hard times.  

Your ideas and help are welcomed any time you want 

to make our VFW better by promoting veterans helping 

veterans. 

 

Respectfully, 

Jesse Mendoza, Commander 

Auxiliary President’s message 

Sisters and Brothers, 

I hope everyone has enjoyed some of the Spring like 

weather. 

All of our programs are complete. Congratulations to 

the art contest winners. It will soon be time to get in 

gear for Memorial Day. Participate when and where 

you can.  

The Department Auxiliary is now offering various 

training sessions on Monday evenings at 7:00 PM. 

Check the Department website for information. It’s a 

great way to learn about various officer duties and how 

the Auxiliary works.  

There are several events planned in the upcoming 

months. Be sure to check the website and Facebook 

page for flyers and data on them. Share the information 

and volunteer to help if you can.  

Remember to report the things you do. We can’t get 

credit for them if we don’t document them.  

Have a happy St. Patty’s Day and Happy Easter.  

Teena 

Teena Barbour, President  
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Chaplain’s message 

To our members,  

Here we are at newsletter time again.  Every two 

months doesn’t take long to get here anymore.  So, 

what to look forward to?  March 12 th longer days, 

March 17 th St. Patrick’s Day, the 29th is Vietnam 

Veterans Day, the 20 th is the first day of Spring and 

the start of Iraqi Freedom and March 25 is Metal of 

Honor Day.  Now April – 1st is April Fool’s day, 2nd 

is Palm Sunday, 5th is Passover, 6th is our entry into 

WW  I, 7th is Good Friday, 9th is Easter Sunday, 22nd 

Earth Day, and the 28th is Arbor Day.  So, many you 

see a lot to celebrate and a lot to reflect on – plenty 

for the Christians and Jews with Easter and Passo-

ver, for the veterans with the start of WW I and Vi-

etnam Veterans Day, to admire Metal of Honor re-

cipients, for the earthy we have Arbor Day and Earth 

Day, and finally, for those who like to get up late, 

we lose an hour to prove that there is more good 

than bad in this life. 

                                        Bob Carter, Chaplain  

 

Veterans Benefits Expanded 

The PACT Act is a new law that expands VA health 

care and benefits for Veterans exposed to burn pits, 

Agent Orange, and other toxic substances. The PACT 

Act adds to the list of health conditions that we assume 

(or “presume”) are caused by exposure to these sub-

stances. This law helps us provide generations of Vet-

erans—and their survivors—with the care and benefits 

they’ve earned and deserve. All of these are identified 

in full on our Post website, or you can contact the VA. 

Topics include: 

• the Camp Lejeune Contaminated Water Lawsuit 

• the PACT Act Vietnam-Cold war era veterans 

• the PACT-Act-and-Gulf-War-Post-9-11-Era-Veterans-
Fact-Sheet. 

• the VA PactAct_SurvivorBenefits.  

Family members or dependents of a deceased Veteran may 

qualify for various VA benefits due to the additional disabili-
ties defined in the PACT Act if they meet eligibility re-

quirements. More information for survivors is available 

online at VA.gov/PACT 

If you apply for benefits by one year after the passage of the 

law (Aug 10, 2022), the VA will backdate your benefits to 

the date of the bill’s signing. This means we’ll pay you the 

amount you would have received from that date forward, 
rather than the actual date of your application. 

Thanks to our volunteers 

It is a good thing when we have so many 

members to thank for their contributions that 

we cannot list them all here.  Please check the 

“thanks” page on our website for a full list of all 

who helped with various events.  But here are a few 

extra special thanks this month: 

• Thanks to Teena, Gail and Joy who are always 

there for things to be done (shopping, working 

events, cleaning, etc.  They consistently volun-

teer their time wonderfully supporting all Post 

and Auxiliary efforts. 

In Memory 

Velma Wadsworth – We received word re-

cently that one of our members, Velma 

Wadsworth, age 87, died March 9, 2021 at her 

home. Surviving is her daughter, Sharon Ann 

Wadsworth of Smithfield. She was preceded in 

death by her husband, John Wadsworth; and 

son, John “Andy” Wadsworth. She was a mem-

ber of Tee’s Chapel FWB Church, where she 

sang in the choir. She was a member of the 

Auxiliary who came by way of Pine Level Aux-

iliary when it closed. Velma worked at Field-

crest, Sylvania and later retired with Johnston 

County Public Schools after 18 years. After re-

tirement she worked at Walmart as a greeter for 

9 years. After her funeral service, she was bur-

ied in Sardis Baptist Church Cemetery. 
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2022-23 VFW Legislative Goals 

Below is the list of focus items for the Legislative 

goals for 2023 that the VFW has asked us to get 

passed by Congress.  One item will be discussed 

each edition of the newsletter.  

• Budget 

• Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs   

• Education, Employment & Transition Assistance  

• Health Care 

• Military Quality of Life 

• Nat’l Security, Foreign Affairs & POW/MIA 

This issue’s focus is on Nat’l Security, Foreign Af-

fairs & POW/MIA which focus on the following: 

• Expand partnerships with host nations and pri-

vate/public organizations to achieve the fullest 

possible accounting of U.S. military personnel 

missing from all wars.  

• Preserve the all-volunteer force.  

• Ensure DPAA is fully funded to perform its per-

sonnel recovery mission.  

All of the issues are listed on the VFW website at: 

www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service.  

It also has a tool that will show you the text of any 

bills which address them as well as who introduced 

it and supports it. Read the comments on each to 

help educate yourself on the pluses and minuses. 

Then you can press a button and an email will be 

drafted to your legislators (based on your zip code) 

asking them to support or oppose any of these bills.  

You have the option of using their words, or modify-

ing them to add your own text.  Legislators tend to 

pay more attention to something unique rather than 

the same “canned” text, so updating the text (even a 

little) will get more attention.  

 

Upcoming events 

Aside from and deadlines and events on our calen-

dar, it is helpful to know things further down the 

road so you can prepare.  Here are a few: 

• Patriotic Art competition – enter by March 31 

• Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue! –  

Grades K-12, Video of solo vocal perfor-

mance of “The Star-Spangled Banner” – due 

Mar 31 

• Illustrating America art competition – Grades 

K-8 – Due Mar 31 

• National President’s Visit - April 19-21, 2022 

in Kernersville. Reservations may be made at 

Embassy Suites by in Greensboro by April 5, 

to get the special rate.  (336-369-4208) 

• District 7 meeting on May 6, at 11:00 AM in 

Smithfield at the American Legion Post 

• State convention – Thu, Jun 8 – Sun, Jun 11, 

2023, Embassy Suites, 204 Centreport Rd., 

Greensboro 

• National Convention – July 22-27 – Phoenix, 

AZ 

 

Legion Riders changes 

The Riders are doing their April meeting at Ft. Fisher 

during their Spring Retreat.  

The May meeting may be changed but that’s up in the 

air right now, so please watch the website for that one. 
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The Patriot 

  

Annual Elections – at the April meeting! 
 

It is time to start thinking about who you would like to see as offic-
ers for the 2023-24 year.  And consider taking on one of these 

jobs yourself.  There is no better way to learn than by jumping in 
with both feet.  There are lots of people who will help you, and lots 

of materials provided by the State and National organizations.  
So why wait?  Nominations will be at the March meeting for the 
VFW, and elections will be in April.  The Auxiliary will have both 

nominations and elections in April. 
 

All VFW members who are elected or appointed will need to show 
proof of eligibility prior to being installed.  If we do not have a copy 

of your proof on file, make sure you have it available. 
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